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Winsham Parish Council Mission Statement
The Parish Council seeks to foster true community spirit.  We aim to encourage full co-operation between 

councillors - parish, district & county, and to residents & local businesses, thereby promoting a better quality of life 
for all residents and visitors alike, whilst improving local relationships to the betterment of all in Winsham Parish.

The Parish Council’s Core Values are Open, Inclusive, Representative and Fiscally Sound.

Welcome to the Summer Edition!  I hope you are 
reading this in a mid-May heatwave!

What Matters? Who Cares?
I recently attended an event in Ilminster, organised by 
the local deanery, called “What Matters? Who Cares?”.  
With the purpose of gathering the opinion from people 
in the local area as to what is important to them.
It was a wonderful event, with a large output, which can 
be read at www.tellingourstory.co.uk
Interestingly, one of the outcomes for local government 
was about finding new ways to keep local people 
informed, by issuing physical newsletters that keep 
them in the loop, but not forgetting those who aren’t 
digitally connected. And so, here we are – a dedicated 
printed and digital newsletter! 

Parish Path Liaison Officer
We welcome Paul Welters, who has kindly volunteered 
to take on the role of Parish Path Liaison Officer (PPLO), 
to keep any eye on all the rights of way within Winsham.
The purpose of a PPLO is to carry out minor clearance 
of the paths and signposts/stiles/gates and bridges by 
cutting back vegetation, regularly survey the paths and 
to report any problems encountered, such as broken 
stiles or missing signs, to Somerset County Council’s 
Rights of Way Team.
Paul has done some brilliant work so far, including an 
excellent report on a couple of paths.

Please do contact us if you have encountered a rights of 
way issue.

New Councillors
I’m also hoping that by the 
time you read this, we will have 
a full complement of Parish 
Councillors. We did have two 
vacancies until recently, with 
one of the vacancies filled by 
Bill Lewsey (right) who lives on 
Westernway in Winsham village.  
Bill is taking on his first public post, so please join me in 
making him feel welcome. 
The other ‘casual vacancy’ is due to be filled through a 
by-election.  Hopefully somebody has stepped forward 
to represent the community on an elected, public (but 
nonetheless, voluntary) basis – which is what this is all 
about. 

Annual Parish Meeting
Finally, even though I write this in advance, I must thank 
all those who attended the Annual Parish Meeting on 
15th May - it’s always a fun and informative evening. 
You get to hear from most of the parish organisations 
about what they’ve been up to in the last year and what 
they plan to do – but you also get free food and drink! 
What’s not to like?  
Continued overleaf...
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Ofsted rated ‘Good’

Our Pre-School is registered by 
OFSTED, which ensures that we 
offer the highest quality care for 
children.

Winsham Pre-School is a place where your child can 
grow into a self-confident and caring member of the 
community and feel fully prepared for the next stage in 
their educational journey.

We aim to deliver excellence and understand that this 
is an important time for your child, where they begin 
to develop their personalities, expand their minds and 
learn about themselves.

We pride ourselves on our provision of challenging, 
stimulating and motivational indoor and outdoor 
learning through play, in a safe and caring environment, 
where we meet the individual needs of every child.

Winsham Pre-School is situated in the grounds of 
Winsham Primary School and is open Monday – Friday 
9am-3pm, with morning, afternoon and all day sessions 
available.

We welcome children from both the village and the 
wider community and are pleased to offer funded 
places for qualifying two and three year olds. 

• Fees are currently £3.50 per hour
• Fees to cover snacks are £5 per half term 
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Housing Needs Survey

What is “The Precept”?

Winsham Pre-School
In December 2017 the Community Council for Somerset 
(CCS) conducted an independent Housing Needs Survey 
on behalf of the Parish Council (PC). 

The assessment was to look at housing needs both 
current and future, particularly with the added impetus 
of the recent decline in our Social Housing. 

Two of the main headlines from the report are:
• The majority of respondents feel that more housing 

is needed in Winsham (63%), with the largest 
proportion feeling a few more houses are needed 
(57%). Around 1 in 3 consider the current level of 
housing is about right.

• The large majority support future development 
in the parish (75%) if it met the specific needs of 
people with a local connection. Less than 1 in 4 
do not support future development (17%). With 
the exception of one respondent, all participants 
expressed a view.

The report can be read by visiting the Winsham Parish 
Council website (under “Documents” and the sub 
heading “Council Plans”) and a paper copy can also be 
viewed in the Parish Council office, please contact the 
Clerk to arrange a suitable time to visit and view it.  
May we extend a big thank you to everyone who took 
the time to fill out the survey.  

Jason Stevens
Chairman, Winsham Parish Council

You may have heard the word ‘precept’ several times 
before and wondered what it meant.
Each year the Parish Council sets its precept, which is 

For further information or to arrange a viewing contact: 
07758820432 or winshampreschool@hotmail.co.uk
Alternatively, visit: www.winshampreschool.webs.com 

Donna Anderson
Pre-School Supervisor

Each newsletter we aim to turn our spotlight onto a 
separate community organisation and their latest news. 
For this issue, we look to Winsham Pre-School.

If you are not able to come to the formal and regulated 
monthly parish council meetings, we do also run hour 
long informal sessions in The Bell with a couple of 
councillors.

Have a great summer!
Jason Stevens
Chairman, Winsham Parish Council



100 Years Commemoration

‘True love by life, true love by death is tried. 
Live Thou for England. We for England Died’.

This is the inscription on the Winsham and Cricket 
St Thomas War Memorial, which sits in the centre of 
Winsham village. 

As you may be aware, the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month falls on a Sunday this year – and it also 
marks a century since the end of the Great War.  That 
terrible conflict claimed over 20 million lives – both 
soldiers and civilians, including some from this very 
parish.

To note this milestone and give gratitude to the sacrifice 
made by many, we are in the process of planning a 
commemorative day for Sunday 11th November.  We 
are in the early stages of this now, but we would hope 
to have the service in the morning starting at the War 
Memorial, moving to St Stephen’s, and then onto to 
the Jubilee Hall for some refreshments. We would be 
keen on hearing from anyone who would like to assist 
in making this event possible, and any appropriate ideas 
you may have for the day, or indeed the weekend.  

As a secondary note, the War Memorial will be fully 

There is no excuse, none, to have a dog on the grass.  
This is a children’s play area.  If you are caught by an 
enforcement officer you will be prosecuted and/or 
fined.  If you see anyone with a dog in the playground, 
please consider asking them to leave with the dog.
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Playground Inspection

The playground in Winsham village is proudly 
maintained by the Parish Council.  We want all 
children – indeed, all users - to be safe when using the 
equipment and enjoying this lovely space.

This is why every year it has an independent and very 
detailed safety assessment, and every 3 years an 
additional risk assessment, too.  The latest of these may 
well have been done by the time you read this article.
Last year’s report identified that one of the four wooden 
supports on the toddler swings was beginning to rot, 
so we immediately replaced it. Sadly, these things 
don’t come cheap – at £786.00! Such is the way of 
things when you must use approved suppliers and to 
be insurance compliant; but it does at least show the 
seriousness on how we treat this vital public area.  

We must take this moment to remind everyone that 
the playground is out of bounds for all dogs (excepting 
assistance dogs) – whether they are on the lead or not. 

the amount of money it requires to be raised via council 
tax.  You’ll see what you pay on your yearly bill.  For this 
tax year the precept amount for all of Winsham is just 
£20,257.

This goes towards all the services the council provides, 
which includes; all its contracts - such as the grass 
cutting, maintenance of the play area, grit bins, 
dog bins, managing the parish Cemetery and the 
maintenance of the closed churchyard of St Stephen, 
putting money aside for things that break - as well as the 
obvious cost of administration and the Clerk – amongst 
other matters!

Additionally, in September 2017 the parish council took 
a bold step and approved its Financial Action Plan for 
four years. Examples of things it committed to are; not 
raising cemetery or allotment fees for 3 years (from tax 
year 2016/2017) and the creation and maintenance of 
an asset depreciation strategy.  This plan can be viewed 
on our website in the “Documents” section.

The key message here is that all of the council’s 
finances are thought through and audited internally and 
externally to provide best value and accountability.  



If you have any comments or concerns about issues which affect the Parish, please contact:
Winsham Parish Council, c/o Jubilee Hall, Church Street, Winsham, Chard, Somerset, TA20 4HU
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer, Teresa Pinder: Tel: 01460 30441 Email: winshampc@hotmail.co.uk

Forthcoming Events

Parish Council Surgeries

Winsham - Make it Better
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Neighbour noise such as barking dogs, DIY, music and 
parties can significantly impact on a person’s daily life.  
And, although a noise may sometimes be annoying, it 
may not necessarily be a nuisance as far as the law is 
concerned.  

Many disputes are best settled by people talking about 
the problems and showing consideration for each other.

For information on ‘What you can do if you are suffering 
from noise nuisance’ and ‘What the Council can 
investigate’ visit the Winsham - Make it Better page on 
our website: www.winshamparishcouncil.org.uk

Many parking disputes arise over the failure to observe 
parking ‘etiquette’ and can be a source of tension 
between otherwise friendly neighbours. If you have a 
separate driveway then there isn’t a problem, as long as 
you actually park on it, but issues do arise when people 
park their cars on the road upon which they live.

Etiquette and the law are two totally different issues the 
websites below might suggest solutions or at least help 
sort things out: www.gov.uk
www.problemneighbours.co.uk
www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk

Parish Council Meetings First wednesday of every month
7:30pm  at the Jubilee Hall
Meeting dates can be viewed 
on the Parish Council website - 
winshamparishcouncil.org.uk

Winsham Street Fair Saturday 30th June
Business Networking Event October - TBC

Remembrance Sunday - 
100 Years Commemorations

Sunday 11th November

Day Date Time Location Cllr 1 Cllr 2

Saturday 19-05-18 1pm - 2pm The Bell Cllr Dave Clark Cllr Bill Lewsey

Saturday 16-06-18 1pm - 2pm The Bell Cllr Andrew Simkins Cllr Stuart Davie

Saturday 14-07-18 1pm - 2pm The Bell Cllr Rita Miller Cllr Nigel Eastick

cleaned in the lead up to the day.  We have received a 
grant from the War Memorials Trust towards the cost of 
undertaking the works.  

More on information on all of this will be forthcoming 
over the next few months.

Name Telephone Number
Jason Stevens – Chairman 01460 30780
Andrew Simkins – Vice Chairman 01460 432982
Dave Clarke 01460 30960
Stuart Davie 01460 432957
Nigel Eastick 07561 176486
Trevor Harris 01460 30389
Rita Miller 01460 30801
Diane Wallbridge 01460 30122

Bill Lewsey 01460 432732


